Weekly Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,
Despite a cold flurry of snow on Thursday our spirits this week certainly haven’t been
dampened.
Few can escape the fact we are quickly approaching the Platinum Jubilee. Already we have
been learning about what this means to us individually, as a school, a nation, and the wider
world. In support of our local community some of our pupils joined the local authority to
plant new trees at Northbrook Recreation Park to celebrate the event. In years to come we
hope many people will enjoy our efforts and appreciate what the youth of today has
contributed to the future generations.

Maths across secondary has made significant progress in recent months. We are extremely
proud of all our pupils who have overcome previous barriers to learning, engaged with new
topic areas, and shown commendable resilience when it comes to challenging themselves to
extend their understanding. One of our pupils has been working hard on a GCSE paper even
though they are yet to officially embark on the exam coursework. This reinforces our belief
that our children can and will succeed when given the support which they so rightly deserve.
Pupils have been learning about the Commonwealth Games through our Competency topic,
the host countries and some of the sportspeople who compete. It was pleasing when
listening to the topical discussions based on what pupils already knew versus what they
discovered when using I.T. to investigate new facts.

Our ongoing determination to promote well-being for our pupils through our PSHE
curriculum has seen some of our pupils debating the challenges which can arise through
substance and alcohol misuse. They took the topic matter responsibly and felt comfortable
to ask questions about how they could keep themselves safe, when faced with peer or social
pressures to engage in activities they would not normally do.

As part of their ASDAN curriculum, Class 7 pupils have been scouring the charity shops to
upcycle pre-loved clothes or items. Their intention is not only to design and make new ideas
but to also wear them where possible. For some of our pupils, social interaction can be a
challenge, so for them to go into unfamiliar shops, ask staff questions and mingle with

members of the public was a big achievement. Underpinning this exciting activity is their
learning about being responsible citizens to reduce global impact. This has also supported
our cross-curricular learning, where pupils learned about some of our Commonwealth
friends who are facing appalling living standards due to modern day purchasing habits.

Swimming has seen some awards this week! One pupil achieved a certificate for treading
water, floating, swimming twenty-five metres and performing a straddle entry. Another
clocked up a thousand meters in one session. I hope you will agree this is impressive, so well
done to them and all our other pupils who enjoy this amazing local resource we are able to
access.

STEM lessons gave pupils the opportunity to construct shapes using glue guns. Sounds easy?
You try it, trust us, it isn’t! Lots of trying, lots of determination, and lots of peer support saw
some impressive results.

Class 8 pupils made us all envious by cooking an impressive array of pizzas. The whole
process from sourcing correct ingredients to organising the making and delivery on time
took some doing. The school was filled with a fantastic aroma which would make any
Domino’s Pizza restaurant envious.

Best wishes,
The secondary team

